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FWS PRZPARES FOR MOURNING DOW3 CAJ.& COUNT 

The 1956 "call count" for mourning doves will be made betmen May 20 and 

June 10 in 44 States, the Fish and Wildlife Service said today. The data so 

obtained will be used in fixing the hunting seasons aad the bag limits. 

The count will be made onmore than'700 routes by approximately 600 individ- 

Udi3. It takes two hours to oover a route. Many of ths workers will be furnished 

by the State game department8; some will be volunteers and the remainder will be 

Fish and Wildlife Serviae personnel. The oounts will be made early in the morning 

- beginning promptly at half an hour before sunrise in each looality. This will be 

the seventh year the Service ha8 used the aall count data in the preparation of 

dove hunting regulations, 

The 1956 program will follow the 726 routsa used last year to permit satis- 
factory comparison of dove populations. These routes are loeated in all the States 
except Maine, Vermont, New Rampshire, and Rhode Island. In w States the mourn- 
ingdoveislegallydealaredto be a song bird and notsubjeutto hunting. Even 
in the88 States the caunt8 are made because doves from those Stats8 migrate into 
area1 where htmting is permitted, Eaah route is 20 miles long, and has 20 listen- 
iq stations. The88 stations are one mile apart and follow ssoondary roads. 

The persons making the count must be at his first listening station ready to 
begin work at exaotly half an hour before sunrise, providing the weather oonditions 
meet the apeaified rrtandards. If the ueathsr ie.advorss the oount is delayed 
until a emceeding day, Atthsendofthreeminutea the oountergets intohis car 
and drives to the next listening lrtstion om mile away, taking three miautes to 
make the distance, En route he makes note.ef!qy doves he wee, Follouirq this 
sabdule the oounter will oover the 20 listening stations, plus 0~18 sort, mile 
after the last one to make the full 20 miles, in just two hours* Only one coverage 
Is made of oaoh routs ea& year. 

The resultsare listed State bystate and oomparedwithrimilardata of 
-~proviou8 years, Thir inforlm$tia4theAbeoom43s part ofthelmtsrialu8ed by the 

Firrh and Glfldltfe &wvico in the preparation of hunting regulations:for @B Bqxt 
LlOWOA. The results are also used & t@ re&peative Statss in their dove su~age- 
mentplans, 



i 

As an added effort to perfect this teab.niqUe, the Fish and Wildlife Service 
has arranged for the Iotaa %atistiqal Laboratory at Ames to make a thoroxqh 
analysis of dove population data in relation to land utilisation along all the 
routes. The results of this study villprobably be available for deoiding whether ' 
any changes will be Aeaeeaary in the 1957 dove am& method. 

&VO hunting 18 a lnajOr rrpOX't in the sOUth4MStsX'n states. It 18 alsO a HlajQr 
sport inTe%as and sauthern California. ?&MtMm State8 tithe District of 
Colunbiadidnot alkwmo~rningdove &ootingio1955. These States are in the 
northernpartofthe mmtryfromB¶cmtana, andWym&geastmrd, incl~dlngRkrth 
Dskots, south &tk~tS, M!tra8ka, 10wa,~80t+~i8~on8in~ Michigan, Indiana, 
Ohlo, New Jersey, New York, C#nect$ouf, Rhode island, &fassachwetts, Vwmorrt, 
NewXtmpahire, andMaine. 

bring the 1955 8eason the daily bag lirait %ms eight doves iA the eastern 
part of the country and 10dovesintheRockyMo~ntainand %aifta Coast States 
and IA Texas, ak4homa and MissQuri. The 5848011MS 35 ml w Or45 half day8 
in the @a&em ma and 45 A;111 days in the WOSt. Eeeh mt@ SS1eCtd it8 OM 
dates within the period, Septemb~r.1, 1954, to JanUary10,1955, as sst @T the 
3earetary of the Xnterior. 
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